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Review: Ballet BC @ Jacob’s Pillow, 6/24/15
Posted on June 25, 2015 | By Tresca Weinstein

Ballet BC shines with a cold light in three repertory works 
By Tresca Weinstein

BECKET, Mass. — Canada’s Ballet BC performed works by three different choreographers Wednesday
evening at Jacob’s Pillow, but they looked as if they could have come from a single mind. While repertory
programs typically showcase multiple sides of a company, here artistic director Emily Molnar drew from the
same palette of emotional and vibrational hues to focus attention on the troupe’s singular strength: the
dancers’ breathtaking technique and clarity of line.

William Forsythe’s “workwithinwork,” from 1998, set the tone of the evening. In an atmosphere defined by
stark lighting and an uneasy violin composition by Luciano Berio, the work unfolded with unrelenting
intensity, all angles and edges. The women balance on point, not with long-limbed grace but instead with
tilted hips and awkwardly bent knees. Forsythe moves the 15 dancers on and off stage in varied
combinations and arrangements, pausing with each rest in the music and then beginning again with a new,
equally inventive formation. The whole thing seems etched in ice—sharp, chilly and austerely beautiful,
with the dancers’ bodies ultra-articulated but their hearts and souls opaque.

If “workwithinwork” is ice, then “Consagración” is fire, albeit the kind that burns with a cold blue flame. The
word means “consecration” or “dedication,” but it’s also just two letters away from “conflagración,” which
refers to an outbreak of fire or war. The piece, choreographed by Gustavo Ramirez Sansano, is set to Igor
Stravinsky’s “Rite of Spring,” but Sansano interprets the ritual not as a change of season but as a coming of
age. The core of the work is a series of sensual pas de deux, each relationship with its own nature:
tentative, feisty, lustful. In one pairing, two men never quite touch each other, the inch of air between them
vibrating. In another, the woman quivers with what looks like rage while the man slowly sinks to the ground
—they end up entangled on the floor. The ensemble sections, with their powerful trajectories of movement,
ritualistic overtones and contrasting shadows and light, are reminiscent of Mark Morris’ similarly dramatic
and geometric work “Grand Duo,” which traces the maturing of civilization.

Cayetano Soto’s “Twenty Eight Thousand Waves,” from 2014, might be a companion piece to
“Consagración” in its morphing structure of pas de deux and group sections that read a bit like tribal rites.
But the earthiness of Sansano’s work is replaced here with an enigmatic otherworldliness that’s enhanced
by the intriguing score, featuring music by David Lang and Bryce Dessner. Soto describes the piece as an
expression of the survival instinct; there’s an inexorability and urgency to the movement as it picks up
speed, while never losing its diamond-like precision.

Tresca Weinstein is a frequent contributor to the Times Union.

***

Dance review
Ballet BC
When: 8 p.m. Wednesday
Where: Jacob’s Pillow, 358 George Carter Rd., Becket, Mass.
Program: “workwithinwork,” “Consagración,” “Twenty Eight Thousand Waves”
Length: Two hours and 15 minutes; two intermissions
Continues: 8 p.m. tonight through Saturday; 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
Tickets: $39–$75; for ages 18 to 35, a limited number of $19 tickets is available on Friday night
Info: (413) 243-0745 or http://www.jacobspillow.org
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