
2015/16 Season 
30th Anniversary



Welcome to our 2015 /16 
season, a milestone marking 
our 30th Anniversary. This 
year we have much to 
celebrate. Our passionate and 
talented company of dancers 
has earned accolades both at 
home and on the international 
stage, and with more than 30 
new works commissioned 
since 2009, Ballet BC is 
stronger than ever.

As Artistic Director, I am especially proud of the forward momentum the Company has 
achieved over the past six years and this season will be no exception. We are thrilled to 
welcome Cayetano Soto as Ballet BC’s Resident Choreographer. Over the next three 
years watch for some new surprises from this talented dancemaker. We are also proud 
to collaborate with some of Vancouver’s finest artists and arts organizations: vocal 
ensemble Chor Leoni in a new work by choreographer Stijn Celis, a Canadian premiere 
from Vancouver’s own Crystal Pite and a dynamic cross-disciplinary commission with the 
Contemporary Art Gallery, among others. 

Two world premieres, two Canadian premieres and some of the best from Ballet BC’s 
repertoire — as we step into the spotlight join us for a season of exhilarating and beautiful 
dance. We look forward to celebrating this special anniversary with you.

—Emily Molnar, Artistic Director

Ballet BC

Program 1
Nov 5 6 7
Choreography 
Stijn Celis 
Crystal Pite 
Cayetano Soto

Ballet BC

Program 2 
Mar 17 18 19
Choreography 
Medhi Walerski

Ballet BC

Program 3 
May 12 13 14
Choreography 
Jorma Elo 
Sharon Eyal 
Emily Molnar

Subscription 
Series

Add-on
Performance

Off-site 
Performance

Alberta Ballet

The Nutcracker 
Dec 29 30 31 
Choreography 
Edmund Stripe

Collaboration

Ballet BC x CAG
Ballet BC teams up with Vancouver’s Contemporary Art Gallery and British visual 
artists John Wood and Paul Harrison for a unique, cross-disciplinary art and dance 
work to premiere in early 2016.

Support for Ballet BC has been generously provided by:Purchase your 
subscription now  
and save up to 25%



Canadian Premiere

Solo Echo
Choreography Music 
Crystal Pite Johannes Brahms

Based in Vancouver, and celebrated globally, Crystal Pite explores recurring themes 
of acceptance and loss with Solo Echo, a work originally developed for Nederlands 
Dans Theater. Inspired by two sonatas for cello and piano by Brahms—creative 
touchstones for the artist throughout her career—and the poem Lines for Winter 
by Mark Strand, Pite continues her lifelong artistic exploration of tension and its 
resolution. Solo Echo moves from aggression to yearning, from the individual to the 
collective, travelling the pathways from conflict to acceptance.

World Premiere

New Work
Choreography A collaboration with 
Stijn Celis Chor Leoni

Belgian-born Stijn Celis makes his first work for Ballet BC—an honour, as the in-
demand choreographer only develops a limited number of new creations outside 
of his own company, Saarländisches Staatstheater. Celis’ work has been seen on 
major stages throughout Europe and North America, and his unique voice is notable 
for its explosive, grounded, and sensual style. For the first time ever, we partner with 
one of the finest male vocal ensembles in North America, Vancouver’s Chor Leoni, 
for an extraordinary collaboration between Ballet BC and more than 40 male singers 
accompanied by sacred texts spanning human existence from darkness to light.

World Premiere—Ballet BC 2014

Twenty Eight 
Thousand Waves
Choreography Music 
Cayetano Soto David Lang 
 Bryce Dessner

When Cayetano Soto’s Twenty Eight Thousand Waves premiered in 2014, it was 
clear that magic had happened between the Company and the choreographer. As 
Soto begins his tenure as Resident Choreographer of Ballet BC, we celebrate his 
vision and energy by remounting this examination of adaptation and boundaries, 
inspired by the fact that an oil tanker at sea is hit, on average, twenty eight thousand 
times a day by waves. This resilience in the face of extremity inspired this compelling 
look at the thin line between life and death, and the human instinct for survival.
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Nov 5 6 7 8:00pm

Forget what you thought you knew. Ballet BC’s 
30th anniversary season begins with our eyes 
firmly on the future. Three choreographers 
who are reshaping contemporary ballet; three 
distinct perspectives on the future of dance; 
three works that will thrill and move you. That’s 
our opening program.

Program 1
Subscription Series

B
al

le
t 

B
C

 D
an

ce
r 

C
hr

is
to

p
h 

vo
n 

R
ie

d
em

an
n.

 P
ho

to
 b

y 
M

ic
ha

el
 S

lo
b

od
ia

n.



Rising French choreographer Medhi Walerski’s work 
(Petite Cérémonie, Prelude) has wowed dance lovers 
throughout Europe and North America. So, in this 30th 
anniversary season, it seemed fitting to commission a 
new work—his first full-length—from a choreographer 
who has had tremendous impact on both our artists and 
our audiences. 

Mar 17 18 19 8:00pm

Program 2
Subscription Series
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New Work
Choreography  
Medhi Walerski 

“Dance as a natural expression of the human being is liberating,” says Walerski. 
“It is with a sense of happiness and excitement that I embrace this new chapter 
of my career and this commission for Ballet BC that celebrates the creative and 
collaborative spirit of art and our humanity.“

This world premiere builds on the themes Walerski established with Prelude, seen 
on our stage in 2014, and celebrated for its poetic, complex, imaginative, and 
unpredictable choreographic language. It begins with the question of how to balance 
order and chaos; the individual and the collective. In explosive and dynamic contrast, 
the work will also look at the human need for celebration—be it a birth, a death, a 
change in history, or a reunion. Celebrations, and the energy they create through 
dance, life, and art, will permeate the theatre with sublime poetry, blurring the lines 
between the audience and the stage.

For this special commission, Ballet BC is joined by artists of the Arts Umbrella 
Graduate Dance Program to expand the cast of dancers to more than 25. Award-
winning Canadian designers, including Nancy Bryant (costumes) and James 
Proudfoot (lighting), will help Walerski realize his vision. “Each time I visit Vancouver 
I marvel at the beauty of the city and its wonderful artists,” says Walerski. “With this 
new work I want to create an experience beyond a traditional dance show, one where 
the audience enters a new world, all senses stimulated, to celebrate together.”W
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World Premiere—Ballet BC 2013

16+ a room
Choreography Music 
Emily Molnar Dirk P. Haubrich

Enter 16+ a room. Emily Molnar, Ballet BC’s Artistic Director, has created a dynamic 
world for 16 dancers set to a driving musical landscape by German composer Dirk 
Haubrich. Inspired by the writings of Jeannette Winterson and Emily Dickinson, 
this compelling work displays Molnar’s unique choreographic language through 
a complex study of time, transition, and stillness, where the space between is as 
important as the space occupied, where one is left with the feeling of both liberty 
and disappearance. The Dance Current says, “16+ a room is incredibly seductive… 
a powerful concentration of artistic vision.”

Canadian Premiere

Bill
Choreography Music 
Sharon Eyal Ori Lichtik

Ballet BC is thrilled to work with Tel Aviv-based Sharon Eyal, one of the hottest 
choreographers today. Former Resident Choreographer of the Batsheva Dance 
Company and now Artistic Director of her own company, L-E-V, Eyal’s signature style 
and daring, sensual language requires of dancers an intricate and precise expression 
of the body. Working with frequent collaborators Gai Behar and Ori Lichtik, in Bill, 
Eyal combines dance, music, and design into an instantly recognizable whole of raw, 
unexpected beauty created with equal parts ebb and flow. Premiered by Batsheva 
Dance Company, Bill showcases Eyal’s trademark shifts from large group to smaller 
ensemble; which in turn morph into breathtaking solos. 

World Premiere—Ballet BC 2013

I and I am You
Choreography Music 
Jorma Elo J. S. Bach 
 Robert Schumann

Finnish-born choreographer Jorma Elo’s 2011 debut with Ballet BC was met with 
thunderous applause. So naturally, we invited him back to create this work, first seen 
in 2013. Featuring Elo’s signature virtuosic vocabulary and lightning-fast musicality 
interspersed with moments of enormous intimacy and tenderness, I and I am You 
demonstrates why Elo is one of the most sought-after choreographers today, with 
commissions by companies the world over. The Georgia Straight described I and I 
am You as possessing “the warmth and force of some strangely beautiful chinook.”
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Program 3
Subscription Series

Our 30th anniversary goes out with a 
spectacular bang, with work by two audience 
favourites and a newcomer who is making 
waves around the world. Celebrate the 
spring, the season, and the spirit of dance 
with these three amazing works.

May 12 13 14 8:00pm
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Subscription 
Package
Subscription Packages include all three Ballet BC performances.

Add-on 
Performance

7:30pm 2:00pm 

The Nutcracker Dec 29 & 30, 2015 Dec 30 & 31, 2015

Thursday Series Friday Series Saturday Series

Program 1 Nov 5, 2015 Nov 6, 2015 Nov 7, 2015

Program 2 Mar 17, 2016 Mar 18, 2016 Mar 19, 2016

Program 3 May 12, 2016 May 13, 2016 May 14, 2016

All performances at 8:00pm at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre.

All performances at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre.

Program and pricing subject to change.

Premier Zone A Zone B Zone C

Adult $205 $205 $175 $130

Senior $195 $195 $165 $125

Student $185 $185 $155 $115

Zone D seating not available for subscription packages.

Purchase your 
subscription now  
and save up to 25%

Premier Zone A Zone B Zone C Zone D

Adult  $110 $105 $95 $78.50 $35

Child—Up to 12 years $83.50 $78.50 $73.50 $68.50 $35

Family pack—2 adults, 2 children $335 $320 $280 $250 —

Subscription Discount $100 $95 $85 $68.50 —

Subscriber Benefits

Get the Best Seats for Less 

Premier seats available at Zone A pricing with your Ballet BC 

subscription.

Guaranteed Seats 

Choose your seats before single tickets go on sale or keep your 

favourite seats when you renew your subscription.

Personal Service 

Ballet BC Audience Services will handle all your subscription needs.

Flexible Ticket Exchanges 

Exchange your tickets for another date of the same production at no 

charge up to 3 days prior to your performance.

Subscriber Discounts 

Get $5 off single tickets for Ballet BC performances and $10 off 

tickets to The Nutcracker.

Donate Your Tickets 

Can’t attend a performance? Donate your tickets to Ballet BC for a 

charitable tax receipt.

Learn more at balletbc.com

To Order

Email audienceservices@balletbc.com 
Call 604 732 5003 x208  
Visit balletbc.com

All prices include taxes and service charges.

Mezzanine

Mezzanine

Orchestra

Balcony

Dress circle

Subscribers who order by June 30th will receive a $10 discount on Adult Tickets 

(limit 4, excludes Zone D).

Subscription 
Series

Premier 

Zone A 

Zone B 

Zone C 

Zone D

Premier 

Zone A 

Zone B 

Zone C 

Zone D

Orchestra
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Dec 29 30 7:30pm 
Dec 30 31 2:00pm

The 
Nutcracker

Add-on Performance 
Ballet BC presents Alberta Ballet

Choreography 
Edmund Stripe

Music 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Performed by 
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

Set & Costume Design 
Zack Brown

Lighting Design 
Pierre Lavoie

It wouldn’t be the holidays without The Nutcracker. Alberta Ballet’s production 
with choreography by Edmund Stripe and sets and costumes designed by Emmy 
Award-winning designer Zack Brown, “…sparkles like a Fabergé egg..,” says The 
Vancouver Sun. 

Whether you’re beginning a new holiday tradition, or revisiting an old favourite, 
you’ll be enthralled by Clara’s escapades with her Nutcracker Prince. When Clara’s 
Christmas gift comes to life and defeats the evil Mouse King, she’s whisked away to 
a magical kingdom, where the Sugar Plum Fairy reigns.

Set in turn-of-the-century Imperial Russia, an era noted for its opulent grandeur, 
this extravagant production displays more than a million dollars in stunning sets 
and costumes; including more than 100 children from local dance schools, mice 
dressed as Cossack soldiers, and snowflakes dressed as Russian princesses. This 
sparkling spectacle offers a perfect complement to Tchaikovsky’s glorious musical 
score played live by the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra. Treat your family to the 
joy, excitement, and unforgettable adventure of The Nutcracker this festive season!
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balletbc.com

In honour of our 30th Anniversary, and in 
the spirit of our many artistic partnerships 
this season, we’re proud to present a 
fresh new look for Ballet BC developed 
in collaboration with Burnkit. A new 
brochure, a new wordmark and a new 
website—it’s a new face for Ballet BC.


