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BECKET - Start small, finish big.

That pretty much describes the three, outstanding pieces being presented this week by Ballet BC to
kick off this summer’s Jacobs Pillow Dance Festival, which runs through Aug. 25.

In each of the three works, the movements often start off small and precise. But by the end of each
dramatic work, the choreography becomes bigger and bolder and thrilling to watch.

Performing the same program several times this week through Sunday, Ballet BC has been a crowd
favorite for years at The Pillow as the festival is affectionately known by its die-hard fans.

Four years ago, Ballet BC delighted Pillow audiences opening weekend in 2015 with a diverse
program featuring three pieces by three different choreographers. The Canadian dance company
takes a similar approach this week, presenting three ensemble works by three different
choreographers – “Bedroom Folk” by Sharon Eyal, “To This Day” by Emily Molnar and “Petite
Ceremonie” by Medhi Walerski.

Ballet BC combines the best of both worlds – flawless ballet technique combined with inventive
modern choreography. And like other great dance companies like Paul Taylor or Mark Morris, Ballet
BC often presents exciting ensemble works that feature many of the dancers in the company.

The first piece on the program Thursday night fits this description perfectly. “Bedroom Folk” features
14 dancers – seven men and seven women. Dressed in black-and-white, the dancers start with very
minute movements. As repetitive electronic music plays, they quickly but tentatively move their feet
one at a time. The movements look restrained, constricted.

Then like the movie “The Wizard of Oz,” the black background changes to vivid color, in this case
bright orange. Suddenly, the dancers’ movements become more lively, more expressive.

But throughout the piece, the dancers never seem to truly break free. There’s also a hint of danger
and menace in the piece, particularly in a brief, moving scene reminiscent of “The Rite of Spring.”
The dancers form a circle and surround a single dancer, appearing to devour the dancer before
another dancer appears to kiss (or maybe bite?) the dancer’s neck.

The next piece on the program’s much more straightforward and thrilling for anyone who
appreciates virtuosic dancing. Set to several lesser know, bluesy Jimi Hendrix’s songs, “To This
Day” shows what the dancers in Ballet BC can do when they’re truly let loose. Several solos in
particular have a sinuous, electric-like quality – as if strings or notes on Hendrix’s guitar have come
to life.
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The final piece on the program covers a wide range of choreographic ground. Many parts of “Petite
Ceremonie” feel a bit like a Pina Bausch piece, complete with the men in black suits and the women
in black cocktail dresses. The piece also has some dialogue and humor often found in Bausch’s best
works. But unlike Bausch, “Petite Ceremonie” doesn’t have the doom and gloom or violence that
sometimes casts a shadow over some of Bausch’s best works. Instead, “Petite Ceremonie” has a
bright, light touch and ultimately becomes a piece about the thrill of movement and simply watching
great dancers move gracefully in time with each other.

Overall, the entire program was a great start to another promising season. And best of all, there are
many more great dance companies to come.

THIS WEEK AT JACOB’S PILLOW

Ballet BC will perform through Sunday at Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival, 358 George Carter
Road, Becket. Remaining performances are Friday at 8 p.m., Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m.,
Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets range from $45 to $78. To order tickets or for more information
about these performances, contact Jacob's Pillow or call the box office at (413) 243-0745.

The Pillow also presents Circa in the Doris Duke Theatre through Sunday. The acrobatic
Australian dance company has made a name for itself performing physically demanding,
lyrical pieces which defy definition. Circa’s performance at the Pillow will feature live music
which combines the works of Bach, Philip Glass and other composers. Tickets range from
$35 to $45.

NEXT WEEK AT JACOB’S PILLOW

Compania Irene Rodriguez (June 26-30) returns to the Pillow after series of popular
performances there in 2017. The Cuban-based dance company combines Spanish and
flamenco dance with modern choreography. This summer’s performances in the Ted Shawn
Theatre will feature a world premiere set to live music.

Abby Z and The New Utility (June 26 - 30) will feature pieces created by 2017 Bessie Award
winning choreographer Abby Zbikowski. Making their Pillow debut in the Doris Duke Theatre,
Zbikowski’s work combines elements of tap, hip-hop, West African dance and post-modern
choreography.

All-styles dance battle (June 30 at 8 p.m.) in the Doris Duke Theatre.



Ballet BC kicks off Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival with thrilling performance (Review) - masslive.com

https://www.masslive.com/entertainment/2019/06/ballet-bc-kicks-off-jacobs-pillow-dance-festival-with-thrilling-performance-review.html

View Comments

Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy

© 2019 MassLive LLC. All rights reserved (About Us).
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of
MassLive LLC.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

 Ad Choices

https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.masslive.com/user-agreement/
https://www.masslive.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.masslivemedia.com/about-us/our-team/
https://www.masslive.com/communityrules/
https://www.masslive.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.masslive.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top

	masslive.com
	Ballet BC kicks off Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival with thrilling performance (Review) - masslive.com


	VyZm9ybWFuY2UtcmV2aWV3Lmh0bWwA: 
	button1: 
	button5_(1): 



