
1

Queen Elizabeth Theatre

An evening with Medhi Walerski
Chamber / SWAY / Pieces of Tomorrow
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Ballet BC is located on the traditional lands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and səl̓ílwətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations. 
We are grateful for the opportunity to live, work and learn together on 
unceded Coast Salish Territory.
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Hello and welcome to FOR EVER.

What better way to conclude Ballet BC’s 2023/24 season at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre than 

an evening of works by Artistic Director Medhi Walerski. His journey and evolution as a glob-

ally acclaimed choreographer continues with his sixth new creation for the company, shared 

for the first time this weekend. Vancouver, you are in for a treat. 

We are reflecting on a year of great successes for Ballet BC. From sold-out houses on tour 

and at home, to expanding our reach in new venues and cities, to record-breaking fundrais-

ing campaigns, it has been an incredibly rewarding year for the company. Not to mention 

exciting artistic collaborations such as that with Lyle XOX which you will experience tonight. 

This program also marks the conclusion of our Spring Campaign, focused on creation. If you 

enjoy the performance, I invite you to consider further supporting dance creation in Vancouver 

by making a contribution. Thank you to everyone who continues to champion our work and 

push this art form forward—your support makes all the difference. 

Enjoy the show, and see you next season!

Laura Cundari

Chair of the Board
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Thank you all for joining us.

Tonight is particularly special as I present three works close to my heart. Reflecting on each 

brings a flood of emotions, especially recalling the journey of creating them.

Chamber, born 12 years ago, was a pivotal moment in my career. Inspired by Stravinsky’s 

“Rite of Spring,” it’s been a cornerstone in my journey as a choreographer. Collaborating with 

composer Joby Talbot, we explored the delicate balance between order and chaos, and the 

interplay between the collective and the individual. Revisiting Chamber now fills me with 

immense pride as we breathe new life into this primal, ritualistic work.

SWAY premiered five years ago and marked my initial collaboration with composer Adrien 

Cronet. It embodies both strength and fragility, inspired by Emily Dickinson’s resilient notion 

of hope. It speaks to the power of perseverance and the beauty found in vulnerability.

Lastly, Pieces of Tomorrow, my latest work, draws from Bach’s timeless melodies, recom-

posed by Johan Ullen. It delves into themes of legacy and creation, forging a path from the 

past into the future. Collaborating with Lyle XOX has been deeply inspiring. His concept of 

giving new life to existing, discarded objects is transformative in its discovery and is a beau-

tiful metaphor for how we can look at life.

Surrounded by echoes of past creations and the anticipation of what’s to come, I’m deeply 

grateful for your presence. Enjoy FOR EVER.

Medhi Walerski 

Artistic Director
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Dear Vancouver,

Welcome to the culmination of our 23/24 season, our third and final production. It feels 

surreal to write these words, knowing we are at this time of the year once again. 

This season has been a journey marked by significant milestones for Ballet BC, many of 

which you, our cherished audience, have shared with us. Foremost among these is the 

resounding success of previous programs HERE and NOW, sold-out sensations that stand 

as a testament to your unwavering support. The performing arts, ephemeral by nature, leave 

indelible impressions on our minds and souls. Unlike other art forms, they exist only in the 

fleeting moments we are privileged to witness them: the hush as the lights dim, the anticipa-

tion as the curtain rises, unveiling the artist’s vision.

Our artistry thrives on your presence, your engagement, your belief. This season, you’ve rallied 

behind Ballet BC in unprecedented ways, and for that, we extend our deepest gratitude and 

heartfelt thanks for your steadfast support. The entire team eagerly anticipates the opportu-

nity to welcome you back to the theatre for the 24/25 season. For those of you sharing in the 

excitement, our season subscriptions will be on sale May 15, with single tickets following on 

June 19. It will be another incredible season of dance and I hope you’ll join us again. 

I look forward to seeing you all soon.

Rupert Tookey  

Interim Managing Director
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Intermission | 20 MINutes

Chamber 
World Premiere - October 4 2012, NDT 1, The Hague

Ballet BC Premiere - May 9, 2024

Choreography
Medhi Walerski

Composer
Joby Talbot

Music
Chamber Symphony

Original Lighting Design
Jordan Tuinman

Reworked Lighting Design
Lisette van der Linden

Lighting Director
Lisette van der Linden

Costume Design 
Medhi Walerski

Staging
Sarah Reynolds

Performers

Thursday May 9 + Friday May 10

Luca Afflitto, Eduardo Jiménez Cabrera, Sidney Chuckas, Emily Chessa, Briana Del Mundo, 

Emanuel Dostine, Michael Garcia, Orlando Harbutt, Kiana Jung, Pei Lun Lai, Chien-Shun Liao,  

Éline Malègue, Sarah Pippin, Vivian Ruiz, Rae Srivastava, Kaylin Sturtevant, Jacalyn Tatro, Sydney Tormey

Saturday May 11

Luca Afflito, Eduardo Jiménez Cabrera, Sidney Chuckas, Emily Chessa, Briana Del Mundo, 

Emanuel Dostine, Michael Garcia, Orlando Harbutt, Kiana Jung, Pei Lun Lai, Chien-Shun Liao, 

Éline Malègue, Benjamin Peralta, Sarah Pippin, Vivian Ruiz, Rae Srivastava, Kaylin Sturtevant, 

Jacalyn Tatro		        

Chamber is a visually rich echo of what Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring provokes in my imagination. 

Originally created as a joint commission for the 100th anniversary of the work, with a stunning 

score by Joby Talbot, Chamber is a primal, ritualistic piece which marked the beginning of my 

choreographic journey. Revisiting it with Ballet BC dancers breathes fresh air into the work, 

revealing undiscovered realms and possibilities.  — Medhi Walerski
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SWAY
World Premiere - November 1, 2019, NDT 2, The Hague

Ballet BC Premiere - May 9, 2024

Choreography
Medhi Walerski

Composer
Adrien Cronet

Music
Composition by Adrien Cronet

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, Chorale Prelude BWV 659, by Johann Sebastian Bach
Transcribed by Ferruccio Busoni
Performed by Víkingur Ólafsson
Courtesy of Universal Music Canada / Licensed by Universal Music Canada

Lighting Design
Lisette van der Linden & Pierre Pontvianne 

Lighting Director
Lisette van der Linden

Costume Design 
Medhi Walerski

Staging
Justin Rapaport

Performers

Thursday May 9 + Saturday May 11

Luca Afflitto, Emily Chessa, Sidney Chuckas, Éline Malègue, Benjamin Peralta, Sarah Pippin, 

Sydney Tormey

Friday May 10

Emanuel Dostine, Michael Garcia, Orlando Harbutt, Kiana Jung, Pei Lun Lai, Chien-Shun Liao, 

Jacalyn Tatro

To me, SWAY embodies the essence of hope, capturing its delicate yet resilient nature. Inspired 

by the poetry of Emily Dickinson, the creation marked my first collaboration with Belgian 

composer Adrien Cronet. The piece is intimate, mysterious, and even elusive. It demands a great 

deal of attention from the dancers as they move through a fluid movement and repetition journey 

that echoes the spirit of collective optimism. — Medhi Walerski

Intermission | 20 MINutes
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Pieces of Tomorrow
World Premiere

Pieces of Tomorrow made possible through the generous support of an anonymous donor

Choreography
Medhi Walerski

Music
Violin Concerto in A minor BWV 1041 II Andante
Violin Concerto in D minor BWV 1052R I Allegro
Violin Concerto in E major BWV 1042 II Adagio
Violin Concerto in E major BWV 1042 III Allegro Assai
Violin Concerto in D minor BWV 1052R Adagio

Infinite Bach by Johan Ullén
Performed by Christian Svarfvar (violin) and the London Philharmonic Orchestra
By arrangement with Boosey and Hawkes, Inc., rights owner in the US and Canada for Gehrmans Musikforlag AB

Additional music by Adrien Cronet

Lighting Design
Lisette van der Linden & Pierre Pontvianne

Lighting Director
Lisette van der Linden

Costume Design 
Medhi Walerski

Associate Costume Design
Kate Burrows

Artistic Collaborator
Lyle XOX

Assistant to the Lighting Designer
Matthew Piton

Performers

Luca Afflitto, Eduardo Jiménez Cabrera, Emily Chessa, Sidney Chuckas, Briana Del Mundo, 

Emanuel Dostine, Michael Garcia, Orlando Harbutt, Kiana Jung, Pei Lun Lai, Chien-Shun Liao,  

Éline Malègue, Sarah Pippin, Vivian Ruiz, Rae Srivastava, Jacalyn Tatro, Kaylin Sturtevant, Sydney Tormey

The creation of Pieces of Tomorrow began with the concept of legacy. Drawing inspiration from 

Lyle XOX’s sculptures made from found materials, the dancers and I aimed to create the choreo-

graphy by exploring themes of destruction, creation, and reconstruction. Just as Lyle transforms 

materials, we focused on repurposing movement elements to breathe new life into them. Johan 

Ullen’s recomposed violin sonatas from Bach deepened our exploration with a profound layer. The 

recycling of musical material echoed our approach, enriching our work with a sense of continuity 

and growth. Loss, transformation, and rebirth. The cyclical nature of artistic expression, and life.  

— Medhi Walerski
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The Spirit of Creation

Inspiration always begins with the found objects themselves. Objects discovered or gifted from 

various parts of the globe, including discarded remnants from members of the Ballet BC family.

It was essential to use pieces that reflected life in its many facets; embracing all genders and 

telling a story of creation, transformation, loss and rebirth. A sculpture that encapsulated strength 

and fragility.

Medhi and I were instinctively drawn to the colour gold. A hue that is illuminating, sacred and 

precious; a colour with a spiritual connection.

The sculpture would live in the environment of movement, and so this particular piece was 

constructed in consideration of that. Watching it come alive on the dancer for the first time 

was an incredibly moving experience, a moment where two art forms bonded together.

— Lyle XOX

p
h

o
t

o
s

 b
y

 pete





r
 s

m
id

a
.



14

NAME: Luca Afflitto

HOMETOWN: Genoa, Italy

TRAINING: Academie de Danse Princesse Grace, Monte Carlo

PREVIOUSLY DANCED WITH: Ballett Zürich

JOINED BALLET BC: 2022

NAME: Emily Chessa

HOMETOWN: Richmond, British Columbia, Canada

TRAINING: Arts Umbrella

PREVIOUSLY DANCED WITH: Nederlands Dans Theater I 

JOINED BALLET BC: 2012 - 2020 & 2021 

NAME: Sidney Chuckas

HOMETOWN: Evanston, Illinois, USA 

TRAINING: USC Glorya Kaufman School of Dance

JOINED BALLET BC: 2021

NAME: Michael Garcia

HOMETOWN: McAllen, Texas, USA 

TRAINING: The Juilliard School

PREVIOUSLY DANCED WITH: Hubbard Street Dance Chicago

JOINED BALLET BC: 2022

NAME: Orlando Harbutt 

HOMETOWN: Hudson, New York, USA

TRAINING: Manhattan Youth Ballet, The Juilliard School, Arts Umbrella

JOINED BALLET BC: 2022
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/24NAME: Kiana Jung

HOMETOWN: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 

TRAINING: Arts Umbrella

JOINED BALLET BC: 2019 

NAME: Patrick Kilbane

HOMETOWN: Bainbridge Island, Washington, USA 

TRAINING: San Francisco Ballet School,  

Pacific Northwest Ballet School

PREVIOUSLY DANCED WITH: Oregon Ballet Theater,  

NW Dance Project, Whim W’Him

JOINED BALLET BC: 2017 - 2020 & 2022

NAME: Chien-Shun Liao

HOMETOWN: Taichung, Taiwan

TRAINING: Taipei National University of the Arts

PREVIOUSLY DANCED WITH: Company Wayne McGregor

JOINED BALLET BC: 2023

NAME: Éline Malègue

HOMETOWN: Saint-Étienne, France

TRAINING: Paris Opera Ballet School,  

San Francisco Ballet trainee program

PREVIOUSLY DANCED WITH: Victor Ullate Ballet,  

Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de Montréal

JOINED BALLET BC: 2022

NAME: Benjamin Peralta

HOMETOWN: Jacksonville, Florida, USA 

TRAINING: Douglas Anderson School of the Arts,  

USC Glorya Kaufman School of Dance

JOINED BALLET BC: 2022
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NAME: Sarah Pippin

HOMETOWN: Raleigh, North Carolina, USA 

TRAINING: The Juilliard School

JOINED BALLET BC: 2020

NAME: Vivian Ruiz

HOMETOWN: Miami, Florida, USA

TRAINING: Arts Umbrella

PREVIOUSLY DANCED WITH: Kidd Pivot

JOINED BALLET BC: 2022

NAME: Rae Srivastava

HOMETOWN: Austin, Texas, USA

TRAINING: USC Glorya Kaufman School of Dance

JOINED BALLET BC: 2020

NAME: Kaylin Sturtevant

HOMETOWN: Plano, Texas, USA

TRAINING: USC Glorya Kaufman School of Dance

PREVIOUSLY DANCED WITH: The DASH Ensemble

JOINED BALLET BC: 2021

NAME: Jacalyn Tatro

HOMETOWN: Naperville, Illinois, USA

TRAINING: The Juilliard School

JOINED BALLET BC: 2022 
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NAME: Sydney Tormey

HOMETOWN: Mapleton, Utah, USA

TRAINING: Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Arts Umbrella

JOINED BALLET BC: 2022

NAME: Jacob Williams (on leave)

HOMETOWN: Vancouver, Washington, USA

TRAINING: Alonzo King Lines Ballet, Arts Umbrella

PREVIOUSLY DANCED WITH: dawsondancesf,  

Oregon Ballet Theatre 2 (OBT2)

JOINED BALLET BC: 2020

NAME: Briana Del Mundo

HOMETOWN: Calgary, Alberta, Canada

TRAINING: The School of Alberta Ballet,  

YYC Dance Project, The Juilliard School

JOINED BALLET BC: 2023

NAME: Emanuel Dostine

HOMETOWN: Detroit, Michigan, USA

TRAINING: Arts Umbrella

JOINED BALLET BC: 2022
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NAME: Eduardo Jiménez Cabrera

HOMETOWN: Irapuato, Mexico

TRAINING: The University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA

JOINED BALLET BC: 2023

NAME: Pei Lun Lai

HOMETOWN: Kaohsiung, Taiwan

TRAINING: Taipei National University Of The Arts

JOINED BALLET BC: 2023
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Medhi Walerski

Medhi Walerski became Artistic Director of Ballet BC in July 2020. Raised 

in France, he initially trained in Normandy with Laurie Bokobza and Chris-

tine Caroly before joining the Conservatoire Superieur de Musique et de 

Danse de Paris. Walerski danced at the Paris Opera Ballet and the Ballet 

du Rhin before joining the Nederlands Dans Theater in 2001. For more 

than a decade he was an integral part of the company, contributing to the 

creative, innovative style that NDT is famed for. He was awarded the 

Dutch dance prize VSCD Zwaan in 2013.

Walerski has worked closely with many renowned choreographers, creat-

ing alongside and performing works by Jiří Kylián, William Forsythe, Ohad 

Naharin, George Balanchine, Rudolf Nureyev, Paul Lightfoot and Sol Leon, 

Crystal Pite, Johan Inger, and Wayne McGregor among others. Walerski’s 

choreographic debut was in 2008 for NDT 2. Since then, he has created 

numerous acclaimed works for NDT and Ballet BC including Petite Céré-

monie (2011), Chamber (2012), GARDEN (2016) and Silent Tides (2021), 

as well as works for Bern Ballet, Goteborg Ballet, the Ballet State of Geor-

gia, StaatBallet Hannover, Staattheater Wiesbaden and Charlotte Ballet. 

Pieces of Tomorrow is Medhi’s sixth creation for Ballet BC.

As an educator, he is regularly invited to lecture and give workshops at 

dance conservatories and festivals around the world.
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Lyle XOX

Our consumerist culture is filled with superfluous objects, many of which are past the 

point of use. For Lyle XOX, these discarded objects are more than their materials—they 

are filled with artistic possibility. The Vancouver-based artist has developed a practice 

that combines his experience in art, fashion, design and make-up artistry to create striking 

images using his own face and body as canvas and plinth. Surrounding himself with 

found objects, Lyle XOX creates facial sculptures and adornments to design fictional 

characters that defy gender, cultural and beauty norms. Each photographed portrait is a 

study in contrast and fantasy, with humour and irony woven throughout.

The mission through the work is to generate a newfound respect, to encourage and 

teach the viewer to honor the simple objects of everyday life. Once we see the value of 

these items, we are more conscious of our daily consumption, and how and why we 

discard items so easily. Lyle XOX aims to inspire the viewer and therefore people gener-

ally, to find creative ways in which they can elevate plastic waste and recycle/ upcycle 

objects into vessels for human connection and story telling.  

After growing up in a small town of less than 200 people in rural Saskatchewan, Lyle 

relocated to Vancouver, attended Blanche MacDonald Centre for Applied Design, and 

worked for MAC Cosmetics for over fifteen years. Once Lyle decided to focus solely on 

his artistic practice, his career skyrocketed. In 2019, he was named one of the Vogue 

World 100, and released his book Lyle XOX: Head of Design—published by Rizzoli New 

York and launched at Bergdorf Goodman. Later that year, Lyle was hosted by both the 

Dutch fashion house Viktor & Rolf and Cirque du Soleil to witness his process. CBC 

produced a full-length documentary Random is my Favourite Colour, and three months 

later his book won an International Photography Award. 

Lyle XOX has been featured in numerous international publications including ArtNet, 

Vogue Italia, Surface, V, New York Times, L’Officiel, DAZED, Montecristo and many 

others, and has collaborated with renowned musician and performer FKA Twigs as well 

as luxury brands Gucci, Comme des Garcons and Maison Margiela.
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Ballet BC
Restaurant Partners

Introducing local restaurant partners
for our 2023/24 season performances.
Make a night of it and enjoy special
offers from some of Vancouver’s best
restaurants, all just a short distance
from the Queen Elizabeth Theatre.

Acquafarina

Bacchus at The Wedgewood Hotel

Chambar

1931 Gallery Bistro

Notch8

Nuba

Glowbal
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Corporate and government support, gifts in kind, and media partnerships are 
absolutely essential to Ballet BC’s success. Thank you to our Ballet BC partners!

culinary sponsor wine partner floral partner

granville island florist

Annex sponsor

hotel sponsor

OFFICIAL TRAVEL GROUP

Media & marketing SponsorS

ARTS FOR ALL SPONSOR

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS

Cathy Gordon BSR, IMS
Allan McGavin Sports Medicine Clinic

Dr. Lawrence Chan ND, DC & Dr. Alex Chan, ND
Integrative Naturopathic Medical Centre

Dr. Anthony MacDougall DC, Bsc.
painPRO

Stuart Anderson MSc. Performance Psych, PT (Hons)
Joe Cheng, PT, IMS/Acupuncture 

Anderson Performance Clinic

Dr. Shelaina Anderson, MD, CCFP (SEM), Cert. Performing Arts Medicine

Dr. James A.P. Bovard, MD, MCFP (SEM), Dip. Sport Med

Dr. Dharm, ND

B
allet BC
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS Partners 
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Thank you to the individuals, foundations, and corporations whose generous gifts 
made our Granville Island facility possible.
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$2,000,000 +		
Jane McLennan

$500,000 + 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 

$200,000 + 
The Palmer Family Foundation 
Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation 
The Arnold & Anita Silber Family Foundation 
Y.P. Heung Foundation 

$100,000 + 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Stan & Kathy Hamilton 
Proscenium Architecture 

$50,000 + 
Joanie Anderson 
Melanie Ferrandi & Doug Leard 
Michael & Kathy Gallagher 
Inform Interiors
Arlene James 
Kevin B. Leslie 
Gerald & Sheahan McGavin 
Stuart & Della McLaughlin
Donna Molby 

$25,000 + 
Bob & Elizabeth-Anne Armstrong 
Melina Buckley & JJ Camp 
Stephen Fitterman 
Martha Lou Henley 
Dario Meli 
Michael & Inna O’Brian
 

$10,000 + 
Fraidie Martz 
McGrane-Pearson Endowment Fund 
Michael & Julie Seelig
Showcase Pianos
Chuck Willms & Thora Sigurdson 
Bruce Munro Wright 

$5,000 + 
CDC Construction Ltd
Laura Cundari & Kinji Bourchier 
Don & Emily Nicholson 
Joshua Pekarsky & Marla Guralnick 
Medhi Walerski

< $5,000 + 
Lauren Akin & Arash Amouzgar 
Lorraine Buckley 
Vivian Chan & Olaf Piwowar 
John Clark 
Barb Harwood 
Catherine Heath 
Michael Heeney & Hilary Meredith 
Kate Parker & Chad Sievewright 
The Pekarsky Family Foundation 
Vera Rosenbluth & Robin Hanvelt 
Julian Scott & Dr. Roland Nador

Our heartfelt thanks to Stan Hamilton, 
Chair of the Relocation Committee, 
whose unrelenting dedication and 
countless hours contributed to this 
project have been invaluable, as well  
as to Dr. Kevin B Leslie, Chair of the 
Capital Campaign, and Arlene Gladstone 
for their dedication, leadership, and 
guidance.
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Ballet BC relies on the generous support of our Founders Council members 
through our Annual Campaign. They provide critical funding for our programming. 
We highly value their belief in our mission and their dedication to the company. 
We extend our most sincere thanks to these individuals and foundations for their 
outstanding contributions.

HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERS
Jane McLennan
Don & Jane Shumka

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
$100,000 and up
Anonymous
April 1st Foundation
Lewis Crowhurst Henry Fund, 
   held at Vancouver Foundation

$50,000 - $100,000
Anonymous
Arlene Gladstone & Hamish Cameron
Elise & Eric Girardin
Linda & Graham Brown
The Palmer Family Foundation

CHOREOGRAPHER’s CIRCLE
$25,000 - $49,999
Arlene James
Bob & Elizabeth-Anne Armstrong
Della & Stuart McLaughlin
Horatio Kemeny & Cadence Jensen
Laura Cundari
Melina Buckley & JJ Camp
The Riley Foundation 
  
$10,000 - $24,999
AJ McLean
Anonymous
Anonymous
Burgundy Asset Management
Carol & Byran Gibson
Century Group
Chuck Willms & Thora Sigurdson
Corina Reynolds
Dario Meli
Dawson & Sawyer Developments Ltd.
Don & Emily Nicholson
Don & Jane Shumka
Julia & Michael Seelig
Dr. Kevin B. Leslie
Gerald & Sheahan McGavin
Jill Diamond; Diamond Foundation

SJA Investments Ltd.
Joshua Pekarsky & Marla Guralnick, 
   in honour of Arlene Gladstone
Lutsky Family Foundation
McLean McCuaig Foundation
Michael & Inna O’Brian Family Foundation
MJ & J Becker
Nancy Farran
Samantha Cunliffe
Showcase Pianos
Susan Macdonald
Susan Mendelson & Jack Lutsky
The Arnold & Anita Silber Family Foundation
The Azrieli Foundation
The Christopher Foundation
The Edwina & Paul Heller Memorial Fund, 
   held at Vancouver Foundation
The Amir & Yasmin Virani Family Foundation 

DANCER’S CIRCLE
$5,000- $9,999
Anndraya Luui
Barb Harwood
Deux Mille Foundation
Bill & Risa Levine
Bosa Properties Inc.
Brian D Sullivan
CDC Construction
Coast Capital Savings Federal Credit Union
Consulate General of France in Vancouver
Dr. Thalia Field & Mr. Glenn Daigle
Forbes Group
John McHale & Renee Levcovitch
Josephine Mulji
Judy & Isaac Thau
Karen A James
Kate Parker
Lauren Akin
Lynette & Fay Son Hing
Marisa Thomas Communication Services Ltd
Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation
Melanie Ferrandi & Doug Leard
Michael & Inna O’Brian
Michael & Kathy Gallagher
Michael Leclair & Greg Whalen
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4 Oasis Foundation
R & J Stern Family Foundation
Regina Boxer
Rob & Sarah McLeod
Sonja Sanguinetti
Stan & Kathy Hamilton
Surrey City Development Corporation
Vivian Chan & Olaf Piwowar

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Anako Foundation
Andrea Gatti
Andrea Zwack & Michael Vermette
Andrew Kamphuis
Barbara Armstrong
Barra O’Briain
Brigitte & Henning Freybe
Bruce Munro Wright
Burgundy Legacy Foundation
Cathy Grant
Christopher Doray
Colleen Mallett
Corrie Yackulic
David Allison & Christopher Nicholson
Dr David L. Swanson & Dr Rhonda Low
Dr. Linda Warren
Dr. Sheldon Green
Duncan Wlodarczak
Elaine Pitblado
Erika Kertesz-Green
Francis Zih
Fraser Norrie & David Clarke
Freybe Foundation
George & Janice Burke
Gord & Barb McDougall, 
   in honour of Naomi Strikeman
Inge Zegel
Janice Cameron
Jasmine & Todd Towers
Jean Orr
Jennifer Bibby
Jill Gardiner
Joachim & Zohreh Waibel
Joanne Chang
Jody Aldcorn
John D. Clark
John Esdaile & Jane Bern
Jon Khan
Julian Scott
Katie Leah
Lauren Hornor

Leah Kaser
Marcie Flom
Marla McKnight
Martin Burian
Melanie & Eric Semlacher
Michael F. Morrissey
Michael Macdonald
Michelle Pullan & Rino Pace
Natalie Shteinberg
Nate Yeung
Nelson Lacharity
Nicole Cargill
Noel Golden & Danielle Verbrugge
Pascal & Isabelle Spothelfer
Patricia Tolmie
Pauline Hadley-Beauregard
Rachel Davies
RBC Foundation
Rhonda Johnston
Rosanna McNulty
Sara Ferguson
Sarah Evans
Sharon Kahn, 
   in honour of Arlene Gladstone
Sheila Begg
Stephane Deseau
Susan Macdonald
Susan Mertens & Max Wyman
Switzer Family Foundation
Teresa Kirschner
Terrence & Lisa Turner
The Hamber Foundation
The Pekarsky Family Foundation
Timothy Agg & Stuart Alcock
Tom Ferries & Lisa Pankratz
Toni Scott
Trez Capital, 
   in honour of Michael O’Brian
Victoria Mendes
Violet Macdonald
Yvette Porte

$1,000 - $2,499
Timothy Agg & Stuart Alcock
Jody Aldcorn
Anako Foundation
Barbara Armstrong
Sheila Begg
Jennifer Bibby
Jim & Mary Clare Bovard
Burgundy Legacy Foundation
Martin Burian
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George & Janice Burke
Janice Cameron
John D. Clark
Rachel Davies
Stephane Deseau
John Esdaile & Jane Bern
Sara Ferguson
Tom Ferries & Lisa Pankratz
Marcie Flom
Brigitte & Henning Freybe
Freybe Foundation
Jill Gardiner
Ethan Gaudry-Gardner
Cathy Grant
Dr. Sheldon Green
Liz Haan
Pauline Hadley-Beauregard
Rhonda Johnston
Jeffrey Jung
Sharon Kahn
Leah Kaser
Erika Kertesz-Green
Teresa Kirschner
Judi Korbin
Nelson Lacharity
Irma & Marvin Lamoureux
Gord & Barb McDougall
Rob & Sarah McLeod
Michael Macdonald
Violet Macdonald
Colleen Mallett
Susan Mertens & Max Wyman
Michael F. Morrissey
David Allison & Christopher Nicholson
Fraser Norrie & David Clarke
Barra O’Briain
Jean Orr
The Pekarsky Family Foundation
Elaine Pitblado
Yvette Porte
Michelle Pullan & Rino Pace
RBC Foundation
Toni Scott
Melanie & Eric Semlacher
George D. Seslija & Marla Kiess
Natalie Shteinberg
Pascal & Isabelle Spothelfer
Brian D. Sullivan
Switzer Family Foundation
Patricia Tolmie
Trez Capital
Terrence & Lisa Turner

Dr. Linda Warren
Duncan Wlodarczak
Bruce Munro Wright
Nate Yeung
Inge Zegel
Andrea Zwack & Michael Vermette	

BALLET BC FRIENDS
Ticket sales cover less than half the cost of what 
you see on stage. Every dollar contributed helps 
to support our season. We sincerely appreciate 
the thoughtful support of Ballet BC Friends. 

$100 to $999
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous, in memory of Faith Anne Sheridan
Ace & Hemsa Fipke
Afshaan Jiwaji
Alain Boisset
Alexander Benjamin
Alison Chilton
Alison Grouhel
Alison Latimer
Amanda Harris
Andrea & Brian Hill
Andrew Muller
Aneeka Sandher
Anna Mullens
Anne Carson
Annette Roy
Anu Rehtlane
Arash Amouzgar
Ardis Nelson
Ashton Herriot
Athena Baxevanakis
Aylwyn Ribeiro
Barbara & Robin Kuritzky
Barbara Pennyway
Belena Novak-Janousek, 
   in memory of Mrs. Eva Placek
Bob & Lorna Clare
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Brandon Thornhill
Brian Fearncombe
Brian Uliana
Brock Nicholson
Cali Gibbs
Carol Carr
Carol Schneider
Catherine Aikenhead
Catherine Ann Cameron
Cheryl Yaremko
Christine L. Dahlberg 
   & Kim Moller
Chuck Jung & Diana Cheung
Cindy Bryant
Clare Albrechtsen
Corinne Chepil
Curran Sandher
Cynthia Fisher
Dan-Tam Nguyen
Daniel Steiner, 
   in honour Arlene Gladstone
David Lach
David Schwartz
Deborah & William Gibson
Deborah Dunne
Deborah McFadden
Dena Carlson
Derek Campbell
Desirée Ellis
Diana Tchakalian
Dione McConnachie
Don Wilson
Douglas Fenton
Dr. Carolyn Montgomery
Dr. Evelyn J. Harden
Elaine Hung
Elizabeth Lane
Elizabeth Lloyd
Ellen & Robert Silverman
Emmy Wall
Erika Gerson
Erika Mayall
Erin Olovson-Cleveland
Ethan Gaudry-Gardner
Evann Siebens
Fiona Cameron
Fran Goldberg
Gary & Jesse Glans
Gary Hooley
Gillian Beattie
Gina & Jacalyn Tatro

Gisella Hartges
Glenna Geddes
Greg Leach
Harry Armstrong
Helen Wong & Richard Moore, 
   in honour of Vivian Chan
Henry Levy
Howard M Kosaka
Ian Beacock
IDEA of Richard
Anonymous, 
   in memory of Nik Radosevic
Anonymous, 
   in memory of Roslyn Grey
Inge Boubez
Ingrid Leong
Ingrid Tsui
James Mann
Jan Tennant
Jan Whitford 
   & Michael Stevenson
Jane & Maurice Wong
Jane Flick & Robert Heidbreder
Jane Irwin & Ross Hill
Janet & Derwyn Lea
Janet Church
Janet Ericksen
Janine Love
Jeannie Wexler, 
   in honour of Shahar Binyamini
Jeffrey Busby
Jeffrey Jung
Jennifer Choi & Robert Godfrey
Jennifer Mah
Jennifer Marshall
Jill Davidson
Joanne Rankin & James Burton
Jocelyn Pitsch
Johanie Marcoux
Johanne Vincent 
   & David Chercover
John Hallett & Lindsay Stewart
Julie Rudd
Justin Elliott Ramsey
K - Jane Baker
Karen Gilmore
Karen Konrad
Karey Brooks
Karin Hartner
Kate Metten
Katherine Gerson

Kathryn & Jim Woodward
Kathy Fugman
Keiko Yamanaka
Kelly Robinson
Ken Alexander
Kenneth Hanley
Kevin Mazzone
Kim Spencer-Nairn 
   & Eric Savics
Lance Williams
Laura Harper
Laurel March
Lawrence Ward
Leo Wilson
Leslie Brocanelli
Lilac Milne
Lindsay Chan
Linzi Voth
Lisa Brandt
Liz Haan
Louise Ayotte
Lynn Kagan
Lynn Smith
Maha Sarraf
Manrico & Liz Scremin
Manshan V. Chow
Marga Papenbrock
Margaret Hnidy 
   & Kerry Macdonald
Margaret Kerr
Margaret Schabas
Mariana Luttmann
Marie Kereliuk
Marie Schneider 
   & Richard Dettman
Mark Prince
Marnie Jarvis
Marouska Smith
Marouska Smith
Mary Anne Kuebler
Maureen Allen, 
   in honour of Jacob Williams
Meaghan Thumath
Meighan Fogarty
Melinda & Neal Michael
Mercedes Mackie
Merle Kamin, 
   in memory of Rose Kamin
Michael & Jack Campbell
Michael Ciebin
Michal Urbanski
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Michele Melland 
   & Rich Strassberg
Michelle Grant
Molly O’Callaghan
Morgan Troke
Moshe Mastai
Nancy Lehman
Nancy MacDonald
Natasha Ross
Nicholas Molnar
Nicole Colby
Nordica Hansen-Nettleton
Norna & Braeden Waters
Oksana Horsman
Pam Cooper
Pascal Thompson 
   & Jonathan Williams, 
   in honour of Luca Afflitto
Patricia Harrold
Paul Geddes
Paul Macedo
Paul Winston
Peter & Alexis Gorgopa
Peter Allard/Highbury Foundation
Peter Dickinson & Richard Cavell
Peter E. Thaler
Pierre Soucy
Raymond Monteith
Rebecca Kun
Rebecca Levi
Robert Campbell
Ron Gibbs
Rook Bridson
Ross Turnbull
Russ & Lucille Pacey
Sānta Aloi
Sarah Isaacs
Sarah Macaulay
Sarah Murray
Selma Savage
Shannon Handfield
Shannon Tennant
Sharon Cohen
Sharon Walls
Shirley Barnett, 
   in honour of Arlene Gladstone
Shirley Sterlinger
Siobhan Devine
Stephanie Coleridge
Stephen Hegyes

Susan Davis
Susan Evans
Susan Jackson
Susan Klein
Suzann Zimmering
Tejana Grewal
Teresa Milden
Terrence Turner
The Edith Lando Charitable 
   Foundation
Theodore Benson
Tony & Jean Yaremko
Tony Wilson
Trent Rodney
Trong Le
Vincent Delfaud
Vincent Wheeler & Peter Cheng
Wendy Bach
Wendy Stephen
Wesley Yuen
Yolaine Mottet
Yumi Eto
Yvette Leung

Legacy Circle
The Estate Of Donald Allen
The Estate Of 
   Helen Elizabeth Armstrong
The Estate Of John Cabeldu
Ann Coombs
Jillian Francis
The Estate Of 
   Liz Haan & Bill Holt Fund
Alden E. Habacon
The Estate Of Jean Hyatt
The Estate Of Joanie King
Madelaine Koenigsberg
Irma & Marvin Lamoureux
The Estate Of Harry Locke
The Estate Of Kenneth Long
Don & Carol Lyster
Brian Spencer Martin
Paula Meyler
The Estate Of 
   Ronald D. Pearson
The Late Julie Poskitt
The Estate Of Lois Smith

SPECIAL THANKS
Alden E. Habacon
Alex Stoje
Andi McLeish
Artemis Gordon
Arts Umbrella
Burnkit
David Kyle, Dick’s Lumber
David Cohen
Derek von Essen
Donovan Plomp
Event Freight Logistics
Geneva Perkins 
Inge Zegel
Janet Smith
Michael Slobodian
Roll Up Sustainable 
   Bamboo Products 
Shane O’Brian 
Susan Loewen

B
allet BC


 D

o
no

rs
20

23
/24



30

B
al

le
t 

BC


 T
ea

m
20

23
/2

4 ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Medhi Walerski 

ARTISTIC

ARTISTIC PRODUCER  

Naomi Stikeman

ARTISTIC ADMINISTRATOR  

Colette Habel

ARTISTIC Assistant  

Ines Gueddana

REHEARSAL DIRECTORS  

Sandrine Cassini 
Nicolas Ventura

ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE  

Margaret Grenier 
Starr Muranko

PRODUCTION

DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION 

Derek Mack

COMPANY MANAGER 

Kate McMillan

STAGE MANAGER 

Linzi Voth

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER 

Jasmin Sandhu

LIGHTING DIRECTOR 

Matthew Piton

PRODUCTION ELECTRICIAN 

Taylor Janzen

PRODUCTION CARPENTER 

Lucas Hall

PRODUCTION TECHNICIAN 

Daniel O’Shea

PRODUCTION TECHNICIAN 

Jaspar Irwin

HEAD OF WARDROBE 

Kate Burrows

Cutter 

Melissa Tsui

interim MANAGING DIRECTOR 
Rupert Tookey

ADMINISTRATION

Manager of People Operations 

Anna Sedo

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

Michael Schwartz

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING 

Claire Mohun

DIRECTOR OF EVENTS & SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Samantha Brett

FINANCE MANAGER 

Jenna Buchanan

MANAGER OF OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT 

Heather Myers

AUDIENCE SERVICES MANAGER 

Mikaela Sanders

FACILITIES MANAGER 

Daria Valujeva

CREATIVE CONTENT PRODUCER 

Peter Smida

MARKETING COORDINATOR 

Rachel McCallion

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 

Cori Baldwin Paquette

ACCOUNTANT 

Maryam Taghi

BOX OFFICE ASSISTANT 

Madison Coulter

CLASS ADMINISTRATOR 

Kenzie Brousson

EVENTS COORDINATOR

Krista McMillan

Stage, Wardrobe and Hair Crew at the QET are 
members of IATSE Local 118. Pacific Ballet British 
Columbia Society (Ballet BC) is a non-profit society, 
charitable registration no. 11907 5364 RR0001.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT AND CHAIR 

Laura Cundari

VICE-PRESIDENT 

Vivian Chan

TREASURER 

Don Nicholson

SECRETARY 

Bob Armstrong

DIRECTORS 

Lauren Akin
Samantha Cunliffe
Janelle Dwyer
Elise Girardin
Arlene Gladstone
Pauline Hadley-Beauregard
Barb Harwood
Michael Heeney
Arlene James
Kate Parker
Alice Virani

PAST PRESIDENT 

Linda Brown

CHAIR EMERITUS  

Dr. Kevin B. Leslie
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Drop-in yoga 
and movement 
based classes 
at Ballet BC,  
six days a week.

MOVE SPONSOR

BallEt BC daNCER BRiaNa dEl MuNdO. PhOtO By MaRCuS ERikSSON.
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2024

SPRING CAMPAIGN

A HOUSE OF CREATION
Support visionary choreographers to create
new worlds that move and inspire us
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Fashion leader and supporter of the arts since 1840

Proud to be helping
make the arts accessible

with our Simons’ Arts for All Seating.

Park Royal South

P24-Simons-BalletBC-Ad-4.75x7.5.indd   1 2024-02-20   14:29
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We are pleased to support the Ballet BC Annex 
program, which offers an invaluable opportunity  
for schools across BC to engage in world-class 
dance and educational programming.

BMO is proud to be the 2023/24 Annex Sponsor.

Great  
performances  
live here.

Photo: Michael Slobodian
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